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A Plain Teſtimony to the Antient Truth 
and Work of God, and againſt the Cor- 
ruption of the Clergy, cc. 


may come, this 13 to let you know, there is ſomethin? in 

my Heart aad Mind for to publiſh, and to male manifeſt 
unto all People that profeis Chriftiency, and Salvation by Chriſt, 
what the Clergy-Aen of the World hold forth, both the Popiſh 
Clergy and the Proteſtant Clergy, both in Do&trine, Principles and 
Practices; and alſo their manner of Doings and Praftices, as touch- 
ing the Workkipand Service of God; and alſo their Perſecntions 
and Cruelties which they and their Hearers, and Members of their 
Churches have ated and done againſt the People of God, who are 
in ſcorn called Qater;, and will undertake by the help and af- 
bſtance of the Lord, to prove theſe things to be true, which is, or 
may be herein, and hereafter exprelled and declared againſt them, 
which are as followet!. 

F,xft, 1 do atbrm, that neither the Pop.ſh Clersy, nor the Pro:e- 
fant Clergy, nor their Hearers that are Members of their Churches, 
neſther can, nor never fhall know Jeſus Chriſt experimentally to 
be their Saviour and Redeemer from their Sias and Iniquitics, as 
the true Miniſters and People of God vid kiow him formerly, and 
as the true Miniſters and People of God know bim now in tis 
our Age and Generation, to their and our Souls true peace, JOY, 
comfort and ſatisfaQtion in God; neither can they ever know the 
Myſtery of Godlinels by experience revealed in them, nor they 
cannot have a true belief in Chriſt, 2s the Miniſters and People 
of God had, and have now, ſolong as they live and att in Sin, 
and take pleaſure and delight therein, and plead for & cortinu- 
ance in Sin ſo long as they live upon the Farth. And it is the 120- 
Atiac and Bclief of the Clergy-AMen, before mentioned, and the 

| T7 People 


| and People every where, in all Places where this 
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(4) 
People that are their Mearers,and Members of their Churches, Thy 
nome Cart be tt free from" z1,7107 be made perfett from ut nth; Life; and 
ſo they picach again Perfection from Sin, which God and Chrit 
commariied that People ſhould be perfect and hol; and arc God and 
Ch: iit ſuch lard Matters as $9 commandthat of People for them to 
Co, which canant be cone nor attained unto in this Life 7 But the 
A{initers of Chriſt never picached any ſuch Doctrine, but on the 
contrary, they preached Perfecti9n from Sin, and exvorted the 
Penrle to prets after Perfection, and the Lord gave Gitts wnto 


men, in! te race fome Apoſtles, and ſome Evancelits, and ſome 
P, arr, an4 forme Paſir and Tear'xri, for the perfetbins r'e 
C4; 1=4 t5r tt iWork of the Miniſtry, and for the Eai'ying re 


Fay | Chr:ift, wntul-tht'y 4: came mms tneunty of the Faith, ad 1 the 
J.' non leave &f the $111 of Gelwna 4 Perfect Man, wito the wc are of 
the Srature f tre fulne/s of Chirojt. And many of the People of. 
G4 lid attain to Perfeition from Sin in this Life, and they did 
k 0m an Overcoming of their Sins and Iniquitics in this Lite, by 
t':* help and aliltince of the Power and Spirit of Chiift working 
in them: And no Man aor Woman can be perte& from Sin of 
themſ-lves, nor by any Works of Righteouſneſs which they can 
do of themſelves, nor by their own Wills, but by the help and 
a(li/}ance of the Power and Spuit of Chrilk working in them ; and 
ſo ail things nre poſlible with God, which may ſeem impoſſible to 
men;and{thelo:4is the ſame that he was then,ond he is as able,and4 
ſifticient,f willing todothe like for us, & to work the ſame Wor xs 
110ur Hearts by his boly Sparit,as he did in the Hearts of his People 
formerly, it we 4» but truly believe in him, and be willing for 
to obey and follow him, by taking up a daily Crofs to our own 
Wills, and Thoughts, and Detires, and laclications of nature, 
an'l 15 thereby we muſt deny our ſelves from doing any thing thats 
will leaſe oer (elves, if it do offend the Lord, and Ciſpleaſe himy 
we rn ult nog 0o it for the gaining of the love and friendihip of any - 
peo; ie, nor for the gaining of any outward Thing, or Treaſure 
that is in the World - And we are required and commanded by ths. 
Id tor toxut cur whole truſt and confidence in him, who hath 
Pp: omiled, that be will never leave nov {orſake them thas puts therr whe 
trw/t 3 corlidence in im. And theſe things the Lord commanded a 
require! | 45 people for to do formerly, which they did in Love a 
i DcLience Lo himpand the Lord was with them, and in them, 


his holy Spirit, "_ 


Spirit for todo and pe: t 
required of them | 
truly believe and follow rim, 2 
aid love him with all their Hewre 
Row the Lord commiandaani requiies vs 
an if we he wilting and oveciont to him, all fe | 
with a!l our Hearts, above all viſivle things, | 1 | ,-y*, 
and am confident in the | ord,that he will help a jt 
holy Spirit for to do ani! perform ail things which he comma 
nd reqnires of us for to 4» and perform AOW Jt PR 


and Generation : but all them that Co not truly believe in ( 
nor 15 not willing for to obey and follow him, nor to deny tlicin- 
ſelves as aforeſaid, and counts Got! a hard Mabter, by command 
ing and requiring more of them then they ate able todo, or cn 
be attained unto in this Life, as they ſay ; it 1s manilel unto ths 
Lord and his People, that all ſuch are flothtul Servants, and |1.!; 
their Talents in their carthly Hearts, and are t1{)he ent to b1 
ſich neither fear nor love the Lord as they ought to do, nor a5! e 
commands them for to da; and no ſuch (lothful, idle, carclety 
people can believe that Perfection from £19 is tobe attained unto in 
this Life, neither are they willing to preſs after ſuch a good $12 - 
and Condition; and fo. he who they lore and ſerve, w hich '$ the 
Enemy of their Souls in them, prevails againſt rhe: m, arid Teac Þ- 
eththem for to prexch and [peak again? Per 'eliiin from fits 
Life; read the & ripturey fullowing, Ha. 6. a. 15. 4 5ol | 
Luke 1.4,6. Mart6.20. Afar.1.19. Af 10.22. 2Pea.1.21. 2. K:: 
20.1,2,3. Aa. 5. 43. Fpbe/.4.11,12,13. Hef. 6.1. Heb;13:290;27: 
Rev. 14.2,3,4,5- 1 To/m2.14. Chap 3.4. to verſ. 11. And furthicr 
I do affirm, that all that preach and ſpeak againlt Perf: Aion tro: 
Sin, and ſay, 1 hat there 1s ms Pere!! + Ho Sim can be atta're y 
write in this Life ;, nll ſach Perſons and People do encoutanc Peoj le 
for to live in Sin, and they do diſcourage people from prelling zf- 
ter perfeition, and they are a means to beget people into L] nbelicf, 
that they may not believe that ſich a yoo od ſtate and cerdition is 


to be attained unto in, this Life; ard all ſuch Ceny the /ufarncy of 


Chriſt, ard the end of þis coming in Spirſt, irto the Hearts and 
Souls of all true Ceriftions, and rruc Pelicyvers in him; which end 
was, and is, for to mortific, and to LJll, and crucific Sin, 2nd to 

deſtory 
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deſtroy the Works of the Devid, which is Sin and Iniquity in peo. 
le; andevery evil Mans which the Lord hath not planted, which 
Path taken deep Root in people's hearts, the Lord will pluck v 

by the working of his own Power and Spirit in the hearts of all 
true C/Tifians, and trucBelicvers and Followers of Chriſt, who 
truly love and obey bim; and this great Work of Chriſt muſt be 
known and witnelled for to be done and wronglit by him in every 
true Cir,/':an, before Chriſt can be known experimentally for ts 
reign and rule tn the hearts aad ſouls of people - And theſe things 
a:ca myſtery unto all that live in Sin, and take pleaſure and de- 
[1zht therein, aad uato all the-proud and covetous Clergy that are 
in the whole World, that preach for Tythes or Money, and are 
lire! by people to preach tor fo much Money by the Year, which 
the true Apolile Pal ſaid, That the love of Afoney was the Roct of al 
F «i, And the true Miniſters of Chriſt hated all ſuch covetous 
Practices, and declared agaiaſt them; and Paxl ſaid, / heave covered 
nm) man's Silver, or Gold, or Apparel, ye your ſelve; know, faid he, 
that 1heſe Hands have min; rid wito my Neceſſities, and to them thas 
were with me: Who wasie I<nt-maker, he was not brought up 
at any Schoo!s of Learning for to be made a Minilter of Chriſt; 
nor none of the Miniſters of Chriſt were brought up at any Schools 
of Learr.ing, to be made Miniſters of Cluiſt, but ſeveral of them 
were ignorant and uilearned men, as tooutward Learning and 
Scholarſtip, which people do. ſo much hoaft of ; but they were 
brought up at Chr3lt's School, and they were taught of him by his 
holy Spirit, and they were endued with Power from on High ; and 
they were led and guided by Chrilt's Spirit into all Truth, and ouf 
of all the wicked & ungodly Ways and Practices, which many of the 
Clergy- Men, and of their Hearers before mentioned, live and walk 
in now. And the Apoltle Paul ſaid, That the Goſpel which he 
preatned, he neither received of Man, neither was he taught it of 
Man,yut by ve Revelation of JeſusChrift,and he preached not unto 
any peopie with inticing Words of man's Wildom, nor of man's 
Learning ; but he preached and ſpoke unto the people in the De- 
monſtratian of the Spirit, & with Power,that their Faith ſhould not 
[tand in the Wiſdom of Men,but in the Pawer of God ; and Chriſt 
made them able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the Let- 
ter, but of the Spirit, for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giv- 
cth Life unto the Soul: And fo the Migiſters of Chriſt never 


preached 


preached ſnch a Doftrine, as the 
Real theſe Scriptures, G4 


} 
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And you that yreach and ir apainſt f ; We 
wore can be /it frer from Sim ji ths Lite, cnn v + believe tf 
Chriſt Jeſus is as able, and ſufficient, a willing to ſave peo 
from their Sins, and to bring them to a perfect ſtate trom $1n 


cording as God created Man and Woman in the beginning, as the 
Bevil who is the author of all Sin and Evil, who makes his Chil- 
dren and Servants perfe® in Sin and \Wickedneſs, who continue to 
the end of their dxys,to obey and follow him,and are led and guided 
by his ſpirit into Sin and Fvil, and his evil Fruits are brought 
forth, and a&tcd and done daily by bis Children and Servants, to the | 

reat d1\ſhonour of God, who made Man and Worn for to love, | 
Par, ſerve and honour, and obey him, in Truth and Righteouſneſs, | 
and to live and walk before the Lord, in a holy,godly,righteows 1 yin 
all manner of Holi-e/; and Riomieonſne/1,in our holy Lives and godly 
Converſations,fo long as the Lord is pleaſed that wg ſhall live upon 
the Earth, that ſo God Almighty may be honoured and glorified in 
us,and by us,that ſo we may anſwer the end for which he hath made 
and created us, which is to ferr and love kim with all our Hearts, 
which if we do ſoin Truth, then we ſhall be made willing by the 
Lord for to obey him, and kcep his commands, which is the Jury 
of every one fo todo. 

And now, all you that do not believe that Perfef#i9% from 
Sw can be atfained rmto, and that not any caa be ſe free 
from Sin in this Life, doth not your Faith and Belict ftand 
in him who is the anthor of a!l Sin and Evil, which is the wicked 
Spirit? And your faith and belief ſtands not in Chriſt, who is the 
Anthor of Perfeftion from Sin, who is the good Spirit, and ſaves 
his People from their Sins, but not in their Sinsz and Chriſt ſaid, 
Whoſoever committeth Sirr,us the Servant of Sin. And the Apoſtle Paxt 
laid, X now ye mor ro whons ye yield your ſlurs Servants t9 obey, his Ser= 
vant; ye are towhorn ye do obey, whether of Sin that leads ro Death and 
Deflr nition, or of Obedience unto Righreouſneſs, winch leads r0 Life ard 
Peace with the Lord. And folong us People live in Sin, andare Ser- 
vants to it, they arc free from Righteouſneſs 3 and the Apoſtle Jobs 
faid, He that commiteth Sjn is of the Devil: and he faid, He that js born of 
God ſinneth ner. Read theſe Scriptures, John 3.34. Rem, 6, 16, 17. 
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to the end, 1 John3.4.to verſ. it. And all that believe that they 
cannot be: ſ*t free from Sin ſolong as they live in this World, they 
know nothing of the New Eirth experimentally, no more than 
N*:c:d4.,mui Qi, which was a Ruler of the Jews; nor no ſuch per- 
1-5 nor people that plcad for living in Sin term of Life, they 
know nothing by expete:tice what it 15 for to be Regenerated,and 
Bot a azain of Water and tlie Spirit, without which inward ſpirt- 
til knowledge they cannot enter 1iato the hingdom of God ; and 
ti:cy that are born of God by the Water and Spirit of Life, they 
arc not Servants to Sin, neither will any ſuch plead for Sin, nor 
for acontinuance In it as long as they live, but all ſuch Pezſons 
an People that are born of God, as atorelſaid, they hate Sin, and 
evcry 2ppearance of it, in Thoughts, Words and AQions, both 
11 theinſclvyes and in all other people, where they ſee Sin commit- 
t:d, aftcd or done, and thoſe that are born of God by his Spi- 
rit, they are in Chriſt,and he is in them ſpiritually, and they are 
mae new Creatures by the working of Chrift's ſpirit in their hearts 
aid ſouls , _ old things that are evil, which 1$S1n and Iniquity, 
cones to be tMen away and deſtroyed, and al! things are made new 
by the workings of the Power and Spirit of Chi iſt in the hearts of 
a'! the Children of Light, who are truc Believers and Followers of 
Chriſt through the Spiritual Wartare, and through great Tribu- 
litions, and Tryals, aad Exerciſes, which the People of the Lord 
come to know, an to paſs through, before they attain to Per- 
fe&ion from all their Sins; ang it is ſaid, That many are the Trom- 
ble; of the Righteous, and through many T ribulatiins muſt they enter in- 
ro the Kingdom of Heaven, but the Lord is all-ſofficient for to help 
his Peoplc out of all their Troubles and Tryals, both inward and 
outward, thoſe that puts their whole truſt and confidence in him : 
And he hath done great things for many of his people now 1n our 
Ancand Gen:ration, which have been under great Troubles, Suffer- 
12pS and Tryals, both inward and outward, for which we have juſt 
cauſe, and we are hound 1n duty to bleſs and praiſe the Name of 
the Lord, and to return vnto him all Honour, Glory, Praiſe, 
Thanks,Fear,Reverence and trueObedience;for unto the Lord alone 
i: Goth belong, both from me, and from all that knows him, who 


have taſted of his Love and Mercics, bleſſed and praiſed be his / 


zreat and glorious, and heavenly Name, both now, henceforth 
for cyer, and for evermore. Read theſe Scriptures, Joby 3. 1, to 
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verf. 11. 2 Cor. v.17, Af? 
as. And iothe truc Way t 


is a trait 2nd narrow way, tf 5a wa) 

neſs and Purity, and a way whe: "s e 1 - n 

of doing any evil thing that will offend the Lo! lifpleate hum, 
and therefore therc arc but 2 few that findic, and v | 2nd 
ChriR's Flock is but alittle Flock, in comparilon of the de 
of people thatare in the World, but the way thar leads to Hell 


and Deſtruf%ion, and fo inte everlaſting Torment and Miſery wh: 
ſhail never come toanend; this is a broad and wile way, and it 
is cake, and Qclighrtful, and pleaſant, to all ticſhly carnal minded 
pcaple for to walk 1: And all thoſe people that live and act in Sin 

nd E-1l, ant take pleaſure and delizhit therein, and deny Perfection 
f:om Sin 1nt'15 Lite, ail fach perſons and people are going on in the 
broal and wide way, tht will lad them iato everlaſting Woand 
Miſery, ualcls they repent. And therefore it is my Advice and 
Counſel unto 8! people that now liyc and delight inSinand Evil, as 
you tender the glory of God, and the good apd well-b:ing of your 
Immortal Souls, come out of all your ungodly ways and doings, and 
Repent and forſake the Evil of your ways and doings, and dchrethe 
Lord to pardon you for all your Sins and Tranſgrefſions, which 
you have ated and done agaiaſt him and turn unto the Lord, ard 
fear and love him with all your hearts, and hate Sin and Evil, and 
every appcarznce of it, both in your ſelves, and in all others, that 
thereby you may come to know a Change, and a Reformation to be 
wrought in your hearts by the Fower and Spirit of Chriſt in you, 
and this 1s the only way and means for you to find Forgivecacts, and 
Mercy, and Acceptance with the Lord for your poor Souls ; which 
it you 1o do, and find, it will be of more worth and value to you 
that find it, then all the outward iajoy meats of Honour, or Richcs, 
or Pleaſures that are in the World. 

And now | ſhall m-ntion, and lay before you ſome of the Cruel- 
ties and bloody Perſections of theſe Cle: gy-wmen, before mentioned, 
and ſome of their Hearers, and Mcemycis of their Churches, which 
have joyned with them in their Cruelties, aud bloody Perlecutions, 
and ſhalt begia with the PrpJh Clergy, and ſome of the Members of 
their Churchy ft, It is well known to-man y People, what their Do- 
ctrine,and Principles, and Praftices are,and what it leads and zuides 
them for to doand att, in thoſe Places and Countries where they 
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tave the Rn'e a1 Poxer in outward things, as for inftunc*, They 
Co.þ:lievert at ak prople which are-nor cf their Faith and Relieon 
arg Setherie a1 d Hema, thourt rhey- be called Chiifiens, as 1 can 
maze app a! by their own Fooks, which they have ict forth ;, aid 
tenth» ath followe ! by their practices,that the more Herrick; they 
} 1:1 and deſtroy, many of then think they do God ins: e ſerviie, and 
cout it a Meriteriovs Work, although the people which they 
ive Kit Gd and murthered were no Heeaich;, but gucd Ch ifirwns, 
1 17 of cliem, and were frittful to God ig what be manifeſted and 


de known unto them in their Age and Tim-; As for inſtance, 
How wany of theſe good people aforefeid, have tiefe 7 epijr bluody 
C irgy- Men, and the Members ef- their Churc!t, cauicd ior to be 
bu avant dcftroyed in Oren Alary) Reign, bocailc they could not 
jo gavd Conſience-fake frhmnit and conform to their Idolatrous 
\\ a5 421d Werſlaps, which were ncv-r ordainct by the Lord, nar 
never fluch a Doctrine nor Praftice was ever preached, nor practited 
'y any cttle Miniſters of Chrift. Aud fo this Doctrine and Pra- 
cti:e, which wasand is preiched and prattifed b, the Pop» Clergy, 
2:1 the Members of tleir Church, was ordained aid {cot up by the 
I-vil and bus Miniſters, and not by Chiift gor his Miniiters, as 
apmears plainly by their Wicked Aftions and Practices, aforciaid. 
Anil ſhall mention more of their Cruel:ics and Muwiders, as for 
Intance, How many 1hHonſands of Proteflart: d.d they kill anc mur- 
Jer 1n 1 gleavid,, even at ſvc't 2 time when gie Proteftas ts were prace- 
a'!C ant quiet, and Ct! not lift up a hand agaiult them; and che 
I )-vil in thole Murderers did agnvent ſuch Crucl Tortures and Pu- 
1 Fi,men's to pit them to Death, as ſcarce hath been heard of 
2/1 \ongſt the Heoathens, Which are no Chrijtiant;, and yer noewith- 
ſ .nding they have the boldneſs and confidence, for to call them- 
{clves Corefitens, an! fay, Chriſt is their Savious:; but Chrilt hates 
iz bbors 11 Gich Murders and Crueltics, as are found aticd and 
done amongſt them: And Chiiſt came not to deſtroy men's Lives, 
Þutto ſavethem. And here people may ſet that theſe aforeſaid, are 
rt ated nor guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, but by the ſpit it ot-the 
[)- il, who was # Eyar and a Murderep from the beginning. 

And now I fil mention 21d lay "og ſome of the Cruelties 
2" great Perſectnions of the Presbyrerian Clergy, and forge of cheir 
Hearers and Menthers of their Church, both w Od England, and in 
A ew- England, which they have acted and doae againſt the ny 


» 
wy 


God, wtoare io ſonrfi c3ll-d by 
have caſt mary ot us 1 
until they dyed, an: 


% 
away the Goods ant « | | ; 
and Poor, to tic vaiic of F1 and 
they did in {ver Crommeb's time, and they | ed 
for not paying of them Tythes, and Money tor Pre 
Law which gave thn trebic Dane; and they cauſed covi 
for to cone into our Heovis and nds for to dirain our Gno 
| 


and Charrels, wiirhthey Ci feyeral ti NCs, an 1 tol4 our Gcoils ant 
Chattcls, ard pavetne YNioancy tothole Thing Hire eng. Prief8;; and 
they ſollour Goods & C! x'tels at an undervaluc; and | HEY LOOK MA - 
ny times Goods act Citi from us,which were worth above five 
Lunes more thia1 they cid their Cue; & thus they have Gone to ma- 
ny of us. An they liave call ſeveral [nto Britons for leſs than righreen 
Perce apices at thi own valuation, which they faid was their Cue; 
and thus they have ruinated {cveral of our Friends, and their Fa- 
milies aforciat. I, 4a thcar Eſt tes, beldes the Crueltics wt ich they 
have Infitc Ned pon our Louies, in Caſting wany of us into Priſons, 
and there they kept many until they dyed; and thus Cineily, w:th 
much more Cruelties, which are here too tcdions to mention, "as 
they ated and Cone agzinlt us, becauſe we could nct for. good Con- 
ſcience ſake uphold them 1n their ungodly Ways ar Practices, as 
to pay them | yth:s, 2nd Money for their Preac! in? a+: Miniſters 
of Chriſt, as tiicy and the people that hear them, cail al account 
themto be : but Chriit caine to put an end to that | aw, an 


Priett 


i 
hood, and Covenant, by which Tythes were 11/4 in the tircet 
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the Law and firſt Tovenznt, and hath abolifhed it; read #45. > 8, 
0, 1@. And where Go ye find, cr read in 41 the Scriptar: 

Trut!, that an; ct the true Miniſters of Chriſt took Vythes,or >o 
ney for their preaciting ? Or d id ver env cf this true Believers ar d 


% 


[0 


01!gyers of Chii!t pzy Thihes? Ard whoſoever they be tbat either 
taxc Tythes, or pay 1tnes, denys Chtilt co be come, and theent! 
of his coming, to 25 t9 ) y2etd obcdicnce vento him, by doing that 
which he require T ot them. 

And now I have omerbi 107 more to mention of the IN 1ctzedne/: 
and Crael.ier, and Alnrders of the Predbyiir ann Clergy, ard the Pro. 
feiſors and Yembers of their Church in News Ergl md, avaintt tie 
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enple of Go! called in ſ-orn Quakers; firſt, they caſt many in” 


" #. ; 1 they Wh1rped many I\a co acl manner, hott! Men and Wo- 
n' o thor nated Bedicr., and they took away the Gonds and 
'Ch-:1 ; man y'Vf rhe pcophe aforctaid, and ry Zrafdtd ard Burue 


tn my 114 1, ou, and they Cut rf the Ears of tome, «nd &. niſh:d 
ten; 1 2allthele Craeirresr, with much more, which are not here 
mention, wil h they acted and did againſt the people aforefaid, 
woulk! not 141 io their blood-thirſty Spirit. 

Art now 1 defive all true Chriftans, who are true Believers and 
Lov 1s of Chriſt, to confider and take notice of all theſe Cruelties 
ard Af.nvdcy; aforcliid,and ſee if theſe C!lrygy-Aen and People afores 
ſaid, be not ated and prided by the ſame $pirit now that the High 
Pru-jt;, and Cinef Prieſts, and Scribes and Phariſees were, when 
Chriſt was upon the Earth; and they had a form of Godlinefs, and 
profetied Scriprures, and they made long Prayers, and made clean 
the outhde, and appeared rip.litcous in the fight of men, but their 
hearts were deceitful, and full of Hypocrifie and Intquity, as mas 
ny of the P» i«/ts and Profeſſors of Religion are found to be now, by 
their evil Lives and Converſations in this world : And was there 
any greater knemies to Chriſt Jeſus, when he was upon the Earth, 
then thoſe Fii7h- Prieſt; and Chief' Irieft;, and Scribes and Phariſees 
were then? And they ſought every way they could for to deſtroy 
Chriſt and his Miniſters, and ſought falſe Wirneſs agaialt them for 
to have them put to Neath : and Chriſt and ſome of his Miniſters 
were pnt to deat!: by means of ſuch wicked ungodly Prirfts and Pre- 
f ſr; of Religion as aforeſaid, which had a form of Godlineſs, but 
they were abſolute Enemies to thoſe that lived in the Life and Pow- 
er of Godlineſs, as theſe Prieſts, and Profeſſors, and People are now ; 
& many ct theſe now are abſolute Enemies to the Children of Light, 
ard all rhat Co truly believe and own the Spiritual Appearance of 
Chrift in their hearts, as to obey and follow it, who was and 13 the © 
truce Lipbht and Life of all true Chriff;avs, and true Believer! in himin = 
#11 Ages & Generations that are paſt & gone; and all ſuch Clif ians 7 
and tree Felievers 311 him, who do obey & follow the Light & Spirit 
of Chritt in their hearts, they dn,and will receive power daily for to 
forſake their Sins ard Iniquitics; and the ſame Light and'Spirit * 
will bepct a yore hatred in their Hearts againſt all Vin, and every ” 


appearance ol it, ct in themſelves, and in all others, where rrp 
ce. 


. 


( 1 
ſee Sin ated or done: Ani 
Light and Spirit of Chirift in them 
and r-proves them for it in lecrct, » 
aft any thing that is Evil, it will t | | 
and every appcarance ot Sin, according as the | 


Sin unto them : And witoſoever Joth truly believe 
good Spirit of Chriſt, wiiich ſhews people their $195, an DrOV 
them in their own Hearts and Coniciences, when they do un 
ezainſt God, it they do truly love, and obey, and tollow this 1 1ght 
and good Spiritin them, it is fathcient in its felt, without the 1iclp 
of vain ſinful men, whichpreach againſt Per fettion trom Sn 1h this 
Lite; | ſay again, it 1s {uthcient, and there is hicip and power e- 
nough in it, for to lead and guide all pcople out of their Sins, and 
to give them power to forlake all their Sins and lnigqnities by dc- 
grees, all that are willing to deny themſelves of al! their {in/l ay? 
and Pleaſures, and lo become obedient to this Light and Spirir of 
Chriſt inthem ;, aid this Ligbe and Spuwrz the Lord hith given a mea- 
ſure of 1t freely to every one for to profit withal ; and It i5 ſulficie 
ent for to teach ail People that truly believe in it, and obey it, and 
ts willing to be taught by it, it will teach them to deay #11 wrovaly 
Thoughts, Words and Attions ;, and it will teach them to live foberly, 
jaſtly, godly, and righteonſly in this preſent world, and ic will teach 
them for rs dv wn'o all People, as they would be done wnto themſelves gand 
it will tcach them for to deal, and ro do juſty ro al men, and to /ove 
ard (hew mercy unto ad People, and to walk in L w.incſi, aA wn truc 
Hn uuy before the ord , and tlicke things the Lu:d requires of eve- 
ry one, and it is the duty of every one ſo tov. Ard now if this 
good Speri of Chijt did bear rule in every ones Heart, it would 
lead and gaide them in all Tra and Rightcon/neſ;, and it woull 
lead and bring them ont of ail the wicked and wyodly Hays, and Wor- 
ſbips, and evil Praftices which are acted and Conc amonght all the 
Sons and Daughters of men, Whicli are nowin thie fall, and live in 
Sin and Tranſyreſſion againſt God, and ſoarc found tobe in the un- 
regenerate ſtite, and ſuch are dead in their Sms and 7 reſpaſſes, tho? 
their Bodies be aire in this World : and If this go-d Spirnt aforeſaid 
did bear rule in every Heart, there would not be that Killing nor 
Deſtroying one another, neither about Religion, nor no carthly 
thing whatſoever ; and therefore I would havo all People to take 
notice,that there are two Spirirsa good Spiritz,and an evil Spirit ; and 
the 


$4 

the good Spirit comes from God,thd the evil Spirit comes from the 
Devil; 2nd the good Spirit leads People up to Ged, to have fellow fhi 
& communion » ith him in ſpirit;in their hearts & ſouls; and this is 
the only Commnnion which 1s ſpiritval, that is alone nccellary an 
neeCful for every one to krow intruth,as to their Frerlaſting Hap- 
7 nets with the Lord, when time here in this Wor 1d ſhall he no more 
them. And the evil Sp if dravry and leads people from Gol), in- 
t 31! manner of Sm 2nd Ictedrrſs, forme into one kind of Sn, anl 
19me ito other kind of Str; ſo tha i110 People upon the Earth are 
2: 971e0s, and live in Sin fOlong as this evil Spirit puides and bears 
rule in their hearts, and every one 1s a Servant to whether of 
theſe two Spirits he doth obey ; and to whether of theſe two Spirits 
ne vields his Members ſervants unto, His Servants they are to whom 
they Jo ibev, whether it be unto tht ſpirit which leal's them into 
Sis and F 1:44, which is the wicked Spirit, or it b< that they do obey 
the go"! Spirit, which leats and puides ail them that zre led and 
gvided by it, intoall Trah and FXighreowr of, and out of all Sin and 
In9! te # Ana n *9/o0et er 9715 "ft the Spirgt of Cn iſt .they AYE NOYV.C of his, 
let them profeſs what they will, or be of what Judgment or Reli- 
pion focycr, if they have nor the Spirit of Chiifſt in them 
for to teach and inftru and: counſel them,they are none of Chriſt's 
Servants nor Miniſters; read rhecſe Scriptures, Rm. 8.6. to verl. 
15. Rem.s. 12. tothe end, 1 Jon 3.4. toverſ. 11. Tit. 2. 1. to 
theend, 7b 1.x. toverſ.13. 1 Cor. 12, 7. Andail them that do 
love ſnd: belicve in the Light and Spirit of Chriſt in them, which 
ſhews them $:», 2141 reproves them tn their own Hearts and Con- 
ſciences, many times when they On N5, informuch that I have heard 
ſever«| people lay, when they have ſinned, / pray God fergive me, 
when1s at that time no Per fan ontwardly G11 Feat to them, butir 
was the Light an! Spirit of Chrift in them, that ſhewecl them that 
they ball finned avainft the 1 ord at that time; and whoſoever minds 
and takes heed fo that Lielt and Sprit of C!114 in them, and he- 
lieves in it, (5 as to obey 2nd follow it, it w:!l nog only ſhew them 
their Sins and evil Needs which they have done and committed 
avainſt the Lord; bur it will heget a perſe& hatred againſt all $7 
in them, that do trely love and believe in this Light and good Spirie 
atoreſ1id, and it will beget ſecret crys and breathings unto the Lord, 
in their hea. t$and ſouls, that he would he ple:ſed to pardon them, 
- and to pive them power for the time to come to forſike the oy of 

| their 


; #14 Kigiteonſmeſs, an ig 


hew Ways and Days, t 
any more, and 4s hath | 
mare of tie Peopic et Gu, 3 


Praiſe and glory ol the Lo: 1s Is that 1 

and Unbelicvers,aue v ere Geai: 1:1 Sins & 1Þ reipa q 

t:at are pail and goac,as well az aghters,, ard the | vw nca 
wm were in that lad and miſct al. le Rate and cord , as atorciaid, 
the Lo:d was pleaſed out of hrs inflnite love, mercy & goodacts,tui 


to revcal and make known himiclt unto us, everrat that time when 
Wc werc Lacmics,Alicns anc Strangers unto him by wicked Works, 
whach "ne had done againit thel ord , notwithilancine all our Pro- 
fcſhou of Religion, and tir pretences which we matic, tar we did 
lorc the Lord, au believe 1 hum, aud did wor ſkip and ſ.rve htm, 
as we thought then ; but ic pleated the Lord of his x1 ea love and 
kindneſs to us to appear in eor hearts, by his Lizht and &' od $1 It, 
vw hich he manifeſted and revealed in us at that time; and the Loi d 
was pleaicd by his Lig aid Sprrie tor to ſcarch our hearts, and to 
It us ice the deccit ard the evil that was in our hcarts, by rca- 
{on of Sw and [4gwiy, which the Enemy of our Souls, (which is 
the wicked ſpirit) had wrought in our heats, and we knew it not, 
”, hen we lived in our ſins,and took pleaſure and detight therein ; and 
ſo inſtcad of denying our iclves from doing thoſe things, w hich d14 
oftcag and dilpleate the Lord, we did thofe things which aid of- 
ſcnd him and gricve h15 holy Spirit, as too many do now; ant when 
ve Cid thole Lurngs which gricved the Lord, we did not then walk 
111 the ſtrait any narrow way that leads ts Life and Peace witi the 
| ord ; but we were then walking in the broad and wide way that 
ads to Hell and Jelſtruttion, which many Thoufinds ate now 
nalkinaia. that live in their fins, an4dtake pleaſure and deitzhr 
themeesy but now the Lord out of his frec love, and grace, and mcrcy 
14th called us out of the evil of the World, and the vain Conver- 
ſatica that people live and walk in, both Profeſſors and Prophranc, 
«nd h< hath revealed and made known his Mind and Will unto us, 
what he would have us for $o do, and what he requires of us, which 
i* toilowe the Lord with all our Hearts, aboue ll viſible things that ave in 
ire Noldz and allo ro The ferve, | oriour Ard oy kim in Trath 
juſtly with all men, and ts love Mercy and 
walk }unb.y with Gedy and now we find that the Lord hath made a 
| Remnant of vs freely willing for to ſerve agd obey him, and to do 


his 
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his Will in what he makes known unto us, in all thinizs which he 
commands and requires of us for to Jo. And this great Work 
which the Lord hath abready wrouy t in our hearts, and the preat 
things which he hath done for us, and in us, by his Power and Spirit, 
he hath not cone it for any goodneſs, or worthineſs, or any deſerts 
v.1ch he fawin us, nor forany Warks of Righteoulnels which we 
have done, whereby to move, or to inzaſe the Lord for to dotheſe 
eat things, either for us, or inus; Hut he hath Cone all theſe 
tings tor his own Name fake, and in love to our immortal Souls, 

out of his free Love, and Mercy, and Kindneſs to us, for which 
v-c arc bound an duty, and are ingaecd to return unto the Lord all 
Honour, Glory, Praife, Thanks, Love, Fear, Reverence and Obe: 
diene; for unto him alone it doth belons, both trom me,and from 
|| that kaow how good and gracious he is, 2nd hath been unto 
them, whois God over and above all, bletled and praiſed be his 
great, holy, and heavenly Name, both now henceforth, for 
ever, and tor evermore; Amer. 

And now 1 would have all People to take notice, where this may 
come, that al! Perſong and People that deſpiſe and rejett the Light 
and Spirit of Chriſt in them, which ſhews them their Sins, and re- 
proves them in ſecret when they do evil, and ſay, /r 1s but a natural 
Licht, and that it isnot ſuthicieat, nor hath power te ſave peopke 
from their /»s, nor to keep and preſervethem out of ſin, all ſuch 
are Unbclhevers, and hate Chriſt, and love their evil Deeds; for 
Clirift is that Light and good Spirit in them, and he hath given a 
meaſure of it freely to every one to profit withal : and all them 
that truly love and believe in this Light and peod Spirit in them, and 
is wil'inz for to obey and follow it, all ſuch will came to know Sal- 
ration and Redemption by Chrilt trom their Sins and- Iniquitiesz 
but all thoſe that late, and deſpiſe, and reje& the Counſel and 
Teachings of this Light and good Spirit in them, and fo flight and 
undervalue it, and count it a thing of nought, it will be the Con- 
demuation of all fuch, and the Lord will be found juſt when he 
comes to judue them; and this Light and g:04Spimut in them will 
bxar witneſs apainft them when they come to Judgment whichwill 
c more than a hyndred VV itneſles outwardly ; read theſe Scriptures, 
Join 1.9, 10, 11, 12. Chap. S. 12. chap. 12, 46. (chap. 3. 19,20,21- 
2 Cor. 13.5. Col. 3. 31. Chap. 1. 27, 28. Andl1 do verily believe, 
that thete is and ſhall be a ReſurreQion, both of the Juſt and Un- 


juir 
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juſt without reſpect of "ec: 
juſt God of HeavenarnttF; 
all their Needs ant A? 
time, andetery one [hill recet 
thi: [)-eds Which they it; | s 
be good or evil. And now: i | 

to P: ile our time, which tlc Lord 


upon the Earth, that we may walk crcumipectly a e 
wiſdom of God, before the Evil day come, v will cer to 
come upon the Wicked and Ungctly, tiat live and dyc 1n ut 
Sins and Iniquities: And it1s the trance ihe of my Heart and Soul, 
that we may a!l ſpend our time which the Lord yives us to In 
upon the Earth to Gods honour and view, by bringing forth good 
Works and Actions mn our loly Lites ind godly Copve: f.tions, to 


the praiſe and honour of his great ard worthy Name, that ſo» we 
may anſwer the enQ for which God hat! made and created us, which 
isto love him witli! all oer Heirts, and to fear, f:rve, honour and 
obey lim in Troth and Ri-hteouſacts, whereby Gud Almighty 
may be kotiourctd apw glorified, both in vs and by us, who is wor- 
tlly to have all tlic Honour, Glory,Praiſe,] hanks. Fear and true O- 
bedience, for unto lim alone it doth belong both from me,and from 
all that know the Lord how gooe heis tothem, both now and for 
cver, and forevcrmore; Ame. Kead theſe Scriptures, Rove. 14. 12. 
2 Ca. 5. 16, Kev. 22.12. 

And now I ſhall come to mention ſomething of the Cruck ies and 
Fer/ecutions of the Fpiſcepal Clergy, who are Teachers of the People 
of the Chbarch of England, ſo call-d, and ſome of their Heat ers-an 
Members of their Church that aiſted rhem in their Crucliies firſt, 
they Imprifoned many Hundreds of the Prole of the Lord, called 
in ſcorn Quakers, and by their means we were p''t into nafty Heles 
and Dungeons amongſt Thieves and Murdercr : and ſome of us 
were Fettered and Chained with Irons on both Levs. is they do to 
the worlt of Malefactors ; and our Friends and Acquaintance were 


not ſuftered for tocome to ice us, althowgh ſome of our F+ ico(s dig 
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come a Hundred Miles or more, for to fee vs, a-d neither tl ey nor 
we could be ſutfered to fee one another ; and rhe» have gonc away 
without ſceing of us; nor there was not an; {uffered t come tro re- 
; heve us, norto help vs to (uch things for our Money a+ we flood 
ingreat need of ; nor we rerc not ſuffered to have any manner of 
Beduving brought 1n, not fo much as a little $iraw i lie vpon, to 
C v kee!) 


- 


Fo wk + 
- 


' 
] 


(1s) 
keep vs off the coId Crenad, altiough we would hare paid for it : 
#ad this was worſe Cruelty than many uſe to their Pops and Swine : 
And ſo t..c Goalers would force us to buy Vituils of them at their 
own 1ate, or clle we muſt have none, which was dearer by half 
then we might have had it of other People, if we could have becn 
ſuffered to buy it at beſt hand ; and #here many were kept in Ptiſons 
until they Eyed, by reaſon of tuch Cruel Uſage as aforeſa:d. And 
thele Clrgy-Icn cauſed many of our Houſes to betifled, and they 
went into the Grounds, and took and carticd away out of our Hou« 
ſes and Grounis much Goods and Chattels ſeveral times, which 
they | |! at an uncervalue, leſs by half than they were worth: And 
they t00x a vay Goos and Clattels from many of us, which were 
WO!t1a50vVs live times more than they could prove to be their duc; 
and ticy diitrained ol] rhe Goods ia ſome Houſes, qgnd left them nos 
a Bed tolic upon, neither for tlie Man of the Houle, nor his Wiſe, 
Children nor Servants, although ſome of the men's Wives, which 
had their Honſes (o rified and plundred, was but newly delivered of 
a Child, or Childrenz and þ they took no Pitty, nor, ſhewed no 
Mercy neither to Men, Women or Children, that were in ſuch a 
Nate and condition as aforeſaid : And thus they bave Ruinated ſe- 
veral Perſons and their Families, by taking away tir Goods and 
Chattels, which they and their Families Houkd haye lived upon : 
They did live very well & comfortably before theſe wicked ungod-» 
ly Clergy- Mer, andthe wn a0 of them came upon them thus to 
Geltroy them. And they have takenaway Goods ani Chattels from 
us worth many Thouſands of Pounds. And all theſe Craclrics and 
W tedne/; they have done and ated againſt us, is only becauſe we 
could not for goed Conſcience-ſake pay them Tythes, and Aeney for 
their Preaching, as Miniſters of Chriſt, which we know in our own 
Hearts and Conſciences, and 2lfo by the Scriptures of Truth, that 
neither Chi4ſt,nor his true Miniſters,never ordained any fuch wages, 
nor they never practiced any ſuch things, or never took Tythes nor +> 
Honey tor their Preaching, nor never preached ſuch a DoQtrine as | 
thele Tyth;ng tJirelang-Prieſt: do now : But en the contrary, they de- 1 
nycd all ſuch ungodly way1 and practices, and ſpoke againſt them, 
and ſaid, That COLES u Idclatry, ard the love of Morey is the Root 
of al Evil, And, that theſe things onght not to be done, nor oy PF, 
tel amonyit the Miniſtersof Chriſt ; and a3 the Apoftle Paw! laid, 1 # 
lo ley we, If any ont Preach any other Goſpel, 39 any other Doftrine,thar © 
that witch the Minit errof Chryt yragte, / unto the People formerly, bet _ => 
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be avenrſed. And the Miniſters of « 
on High, and they were taurhe of C 


preached, they netther received 11 of man, neither wer 

neither did they learn it at any outward Schools of ne Le 
tag; neither did they buy it for Money ; but the Lord did rental ue 
wity them by ky boly Sperit, Whic!! He gave wnto ther ſreely ; { 
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they Preached freely without any T yties or Money : neither did they 

o te Law, nor cempel, nor caſt any fort of People into Friton, 

cauſe they gave them not Thtbes nor Aderey for their preaching 
And therefore | do affirm, that all the Prieſts and Clergy- Hen that, 
arein the whole World, that either preach or teach to any fort of 
Pcople tor ertlier Tyehes or Money, or both, they are all guilty be- 
fore the Lord of that great Sin of Ceverouſme/;, and the love of Alency, 
w/:1c 44 the Rooe of ah Enid, beſides many other great $15 wich 
they are guilty of in the kght of God: And the Wicked and the Un- 
rightcous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, nor aiy Corerons 
Alan, who is an Tdelater, hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
Chrilt, or ot Gol. Read theſe Scriptures, x Cer. 6. g, 10. Eph. x5. 
$,4,5,6. Col. 3.5.6. Heb. 13.5. Lake 12. 15. 

And whereas many of you Clergy-Men,and others aave fallly accu- 
(ed us, in ſaying, Thet we deny Authority, and will not be ſubjeft nov 
abedzcnt 16 Authority, &c. To which 1 Anſwer, not only for my ſelf 
dut in the behalf of my Friends, who aro in ſcorn called Quakers ; 
And ths I can certaialy fay,and declare unto all forts of Pcoplegthat 
we do really ewn and honour Authority in our Hearts, ſuch who 
are Men of Truth, and hate Covctonſneſs, and al! ſuch as paniſh 
Evil-Doers, and incourage them that do Well; and all ſuch Magt- 
ſtrates as theſe 1 do helicve are ordained and appointed of God ta 
bea Terror tothe Wicked, and them that do Evil: and ſach are a 
means to hinder the Wicked form atting ſuch groſs W ickedneſs as 
many of them would do, if it- were not for fear of an outward Law, 
and of ſuch Magiſtrates as they know will puniſh them tor their 
Oftcaces ; and ſuch Magiſtrates as theſe, that are a mcans for to in- 
courage and ſtrepgthen people in doing that wich 15 goug, and to 
ſuppreſs Yice, Weare willing for to be ſubjc& and obeclient to them 
in all things thzt are Temporal, which is lawtul and expedient to 
be done: Andall thoſe Magiſtrates which now bear Rule, or may 
hereafter come to bear Rule amongſt us, we can prowile and ingage 
xoto them, That'we will never Plot, gor Centiive aDy Evil thing 
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againſt them, nor eny of them, whereby to lart or wroa1» them 
an} mann” of way: Well all never rien) In Rebellion at 114 47 7 
Geir or Government whatfhever, as t9 he br armiiftihom 
vert ay Carnal Weapen; and if they ſhould be (withered r 5 white 
& 110 it ys, as many have done formerly, 21 comma! ve 7 
tr 0 at which we know iS2 Sin againſt the Lord if we ont; o: if 
they 6 +14 require any thins of us,which we cannot do for Confcie 
en-e (+146, yet notwithſhanding we ſhall notrrelhſt them 5» force of 
Arms | but bythe h:1p of the Lord, 1 hope,” we ſhall be made- wil. 
1112 by him for to give up our Bodies and Eſtates to ſaff-r for 
Chriſt's ſake, whatſoever the Lord may ſuffer them to dn againſt 14, 
An4 t1s the People of God did inall Ages,that were and are faithtul 
ard ohe)rent to him in what he manifeſted into them ; as for in- 
Napte, Did got the Rulers [mpriſon Ferey and Ton, and afterwards 
they thremened to puniſh them, and commanded them, That r/- 
ſhon'ld "4 [prak or reach 11 any man in the Name of 7 ſus; And they 
anſwered, and faid unto them, Wherever it be right wn the ſight of God 
to bearkrn mite you 410) @ than wit Cod, jwdgee ye? And they ſaid fur- 
ether, We carne but ſpeak the elite « wich wo bave ſear andbeard : And 
they departedfrom the prefence of the Council, remycing that they 
were warthy to ſaſſer ſhame for the Name of Ciriſts, and daily in 
the Temple,and in every Houſe where they came, they cerſed not ro 
Teach and Preach Tefus Chriſt. And the Rulers, and Chicf Prieſts 
ant Phariſees, and ſuch like wicked People, perſecuted many of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and did impriſon and abuſe them exceedingly , 
and ſme they killed, only for preaching the Goſpel, and ſpeaking 
xwainſt their ungodly Ways and evil Praftices which they lived and 
walked in;yet notwithſtanding they could not put them to ſilence by 
2)! their Cruclttics and Perſecutions which they inflicted upon them, 
neither couldthey hinder them that were living trom preaching the _ 
Goſpel. And fo it is good forvevery one of ns to be faichful 
unto the Lord in what he makes kuowry unfo us, and truft him, and = 
be willing to give vp to ſulter for his Cake, if he calls us therennts, 
and he will ap1ear in his own good time for our deliverance, out of - 
al our Troubles and Tryals, buth inward and ontward, wherein we * 
ſhall have caufe to bleſs and praiſe the Name of the Lord, for his __ 
yieut ove 2nd kindneſs to nz,who axwerthy to have all che Honour F, 


Glory, Praiſe and Thanks ; forunts him'alone it doth belong, both 2 
ror4 me, aud from all that know him experimentally, now F 
nl 


and = 


and for evermore. F- 
Afts 4. & Chap. * 

And now | th 
who they are, ar 
have becn caſt v1 
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very Flett. cc. 1c [ Mp. Perion 
O1 [eople that live xd watk in Sin, a> tate | > anda qc: ne 
there, and plead for 1 continvance 42 if * f Life, ard fav, 


That thrre tr rene can te ict f1 re from Sim rr tho d te ti atcen witneſs an F 
thing of their Election by the work 2 Cf ( hrs Spit tin them ; 
and-a!l ſuch ate deceived al:cady by the deceitfiinets of Sin, which 
bears rule in the Hearts of all the Chilaren of Tri brotence, whoare 
difobedient to the Light and Spit of Chr in them + and fort 
are in the broad way that lads to Deltrvttion, 2nd are 11 the ſtate 
of Reprobation and Condemnation: But the true Prophets which the 
| ord ſent, propheſied freely, without either taving Tyrbes or Mo- 
ey, and they propheſicd truly that whie;: came to pals; and they 
bore witneſs av2in?? the falſe Prophrts 3nd falls Shepherds, that pre- 
pheiied for Afoney and Fire; as for inſtance, read Fia. 55. 1. 2, %. 
Chap. $6. 10, 11. And //a;a': was x true Prophet, and ſent of God, 
and he di''C45 [ may ſay)comparatively, make as it were a Proclame» 
tion, and laith, Hogevery ore that 1141 ſteth,come ye 19 the Waters, ard he 
that hath 19 Money, core ye, buy ard eat; yea, come biey Wine and 
Aſiih muhont Moncy and without Price, And hg faith unto the Pegsple, 
Wherefore do ye [pend Money for that which ts nf Bread, and your La- 
bowr for that which /arrifiern not ; Hearken diligently unto me, ſauh the 
Lerd, (by that true Prophety and eat ye that which w good, and (tt 
your Soul deligbr it ſelf wn Faineſr. Here People may ſee how the Lord 
- by his true Prophet invites every one for to come to the Waters, 
and buy and eat freely, that which is 00d for their Souls, without 
Money anc without Price ; and he erhorts them that they ſhould rot 
ſpend their Money for that which is not Bread, and their Labovr 
for that wiich would not fatisfie their thirſty Souls. And row the 
generality of people are ſpending and giving their Money for that 
which is nut the Bread of Life; neither will it ſati*she any hungry 
thirſty Sonl that truly burgers and thirſts after the Lord and his 
Righteouſneſs. And this true Prophet called the falſe Prophets and 
falle Shepherds, which ſpoke and prophefied for Money, dumb Dogs, 


greedy 
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greedy Dogs, which cannever have enongh, and they all look to their own 
way, every one for bis Gan from by Quarter. And he told them that 
they were blind and igrorant, and io tlicy did not underſtand the 
things of God. And nowif people be not wilfully blind and igno- 
rant, you may ſee that there is as much diftcrence between the true 
Proper of God, and the true Miniſters of Chriſt, and the falſe Pro- 
plicts and falſe Minſters, that cither preac or propheſie for Tythes, 
or Money, or both, as there is betwixt Light pan. Darkneſs. 

And now lhave ſomething to propound'unto all you Clergy-Afep, 
before mentioned, which do profeſs, and ſay, that you are true Be- 
licvers and Miniſters of Cbrift, and that you /ollow Chriſt and bis Mini- 
ſters for your Example; and that the Scriptmres are your Rule and Gnide 
{or to wa'k oy; firſt, Where do ye find or read in all the holy Scrip- 
tures of Truth, that any of th: Miniſters of Chriſt ever went to 
avy Schools of outward Learning, and ſaid ſeveral Years there, 
and did commence from one degree of Learning unto another, for 
Lo be made Minilters of Chriſt, as you Clergy- Men dil,and do now ? 
And when you have been ſeveral Years at luch schovls or Colledges, 
until you think that you are Artiſts, and are ſufficient for to preach 
to People,then you get an Order toPreack - And ſo you come from 
thoſe Schools into the Country,and inquire where there is # vacant 
place, where there is no Miniſters, and then you endeavour to get 
that place for to Preach at, if you like their Wages ; but if not, 
then you inquire for toget a better place, where theie is moſt Tyrhes 
or Afoncy, which is worth ſo much by the Year ; and this is your 
Caſl to your Miniſtry But the true Miniſters of Chriſt were ne- 
ver called nor made Miniſters after ſuch a way and manner as yours 
is. And is not this way of yours, in being made Miniſters, like un«+ 
to a man that binds his $onto be an Apprentice with a Trades-man 
for ſeyeral Years to learn him his Trade,and gives him fo much Mo- 
ney for ſo doing , & when his time is expicred, his Maſter gives him 
lis Lndentures, and then he becomes a free man to ſet up his Trade, 
and to trade for himfels without any oppohtion? But theſe Clergy- 
Men efore mentioned, exceed all the Trades-men ig the World, 
that have any Principle of Honeſty ruling in them z for when an ho- 
nelt Trades-man fells his Commodity, = delivers it tothem, (or 
lome for them)that buys it and pays for it : But theſe Coverous Clergy- | 
Mcn aforeſaid, ſell their Sermons for Tythe:,or Money, or both, and 
keeps them ſtill, and do not deliver them to thoſe that pay for them : # 
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And when they have a mind to go to another T 


may have ſome of their old Sermons #11! for ti preichtott! [© 

and if that people do not give them aiiy Meney for that Sermun, | 
notwithſtanding they are paid for it by their own Hearers, wi 
pay tifem ſo much every Year for their Preaching, which ra; 
amount to ten Shillings, or more, for every Sermon they preac!! 


th: 5ughout the whole year - 14 ever the Miniſters of Chriſt do 
any ſuch things as theſe ? And Turther, where do you find or read 
in all the Scriptures, that any of the Miniſters of Chriſt took either 
Tythes or Money for their Preaching, or went to Law with any ſort 
of People, and took away their Goods and Chattels, and caſt them 
into Priſons for not paying of them Tythes, or ?7oncy for their 
Preaching, as theſe ungodly covetons Clerry-Afen have done unto 
us theſe miny Years, and ſtill continues end goes on in theſe wicked 
ungodly Pratices againit us, as is before mentioned ? Ard further, 
where do ye hnd or read in all the Scriptures, that any of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, when they went to preach, took a Text 
of other Mens Words, and {rom thoſe words raiſed Dodtrines, 
Reaſons, Motives, Uſes and Applicgtions, as you Clergy- Menu 
do now? And further, where do you find or read in all the 
&criptures, that any of the Miniſters ©f Chriſt baptized Infapts, and 
had Sureties to ſtand up for them, and to promile bat rbey ſhall ſor- 
ſaks the Devil, and all bu Works, the vain Pomyp and Glory of the World, 
With all Covetour Deſires of the ſame, the Carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, to 
that :bey well nor follow nor be led by them. And all this the Witneſſes 
_— e in the bebalf of that Child, or Children that they ſtand up 
r ; and when the Prie?: asketh thoſe Witnelles, whether they do 
forſake the Devil and all his Works, and all things above expreſſed, 
they fay,that They do forſaks them all, which is a Lye in the light of 
God and his People. And theſe Perſons and People which do fo 
promile and ſay as aforeſaid, they are ſuch as live and <Ct in ſo and 
evil, which is of the Devil, who is the author of all a and evil that 
is commirted againſt God by all the Sons and Daughters of men in 
the fall, who arc unregenerated, aud not born again of the Water and 
Spirit of Liſe: and theſe people which do thus fay and promiſe, as 
aforeſaid,they are ſuch as do not believe that Ferfeitiov from Sincan be 
attained unto.inthis Life 3 and thet none ſhall Le ſet free from Sin 
fo long as live in this World ; ſuch as theſe take vporthenr to 
be called Godfatherr, and Godmerber: ;, and the Children which theſs 


peo ple 


— 2 


4 


a. 
——_ 


« © 


(24 
people ſtand vp for and pronut: to on their behalf, are tay £4 
a>k them Elecliing, and to call them Godfarber; arid Godreerbers; which 
Ling is uwarrantable in the hght of God, the Maker and Crextor 
of all matikind, and of all otker Creatures whatſoever. Ard how 
a't 4:y Pe-plc be lo bold and wicked, 1$to take wpon them for to 
be to called, as aforeſaid ? Ard further, where do you fird or 114d 
i alt the Sc ipures, thatang of the Miniſters of Chriſt 61d 4; ry 
i, Feo; Ie, ot Cid lav Frazers ascr the Dead; or Chw bd ; 
| loom, aS 4 iScalled, anda!ll theie things the Cl-+gy-Afer atore- 
[4.4, CO, 2d practice for Money, beſides their 7yrbes and 17omey 
tr Preachinz., And further, where do ye find or read is 2! the 
S.r p'u es, hit ary of the true Biibops ard Miniſters of Chriſt, chat 
vere a ncd et d appointed by him, dil zFwne to then felis, and 
Gd take RSS them luch high Names and Titles as to be cailed 
| Ls» d and AfiSev', as thele Bilnogs ind Ciergy-Mer Co vow ? And 
vice do ye findorread in all the Scriptures, 1 at Tomocky ang 1 ery 
wWerecailed Lord Bojhops, witch were true Biſhops, and ordained of 
God ? And where had they any Bihepricks, ard many bundreds of 
Pounds by the Year, as thele Biſhops inve nov? Ard are bot theic 
great Nimes and Titles, end theſe rich B jſhopricks, which they 
vn 2rd have gotten to theqplelves, coniraty to the mind ard will 
of God, ard contrary tothe praftice of the trove bilnops which were 
ordained of the Lord, and contrery to the Scriptures,he not a means 
to beger them into Pride and High» a4ndraneſi, ad Self-exalt arvon, and 
Lot into Ham:li:y and Lowlinets of Hearts fo asto be gittcd ard 
qua'itied as the true Bilkops were, that were ordain'dot God? And 
where do you find er read in all che Scriptures, that <ver any of the 
tre: Prophets or Minift-rs of Chriſt were called Afefter, as a Name 
©: Title to ſet up Scif above the con mon fort of People ? And did 
rot Chriſt cry Woap aitilt a!! 1ach that went iu long, Robes, 2nd had 
tleuprermoſt Room at Fealty, and love Greetings ib the Markets, 
and the Chi-t Scats in the Synagogues, ang ops 3 of men Rabts, 
which is Maſter ? And Chrift faid unto his Miniſters, Be net ye caled 
Alaſters, jor one 1; your Maſter, even Criſt, and ye art Brethren; and 
be that 1 the greateſt among you, ſhall be your Sorwart. Ard the Apotle 5 
Pax! who was'a tre Minilter of Chriſt, faid, Thes rbewgh { be fre 
from ah Men, yit | bave made wey ſelf Servant wno al, hes} might gan 
the more, And ti he was not called Lord, ner Maſter, xs a flatteri''s, 
Title amongit men, wich upholds Pride and Highmindegnels, "5 
thcle 
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' - } is 
theſe Biſhops and Clergy-Men orc now / | 
Fersof Chriſt demard ten Shillings tor a Mortuary, - : 
theſe Clergy Aten donow ? And further, where do you tad or 1cad 
in all the Scriptures, that any of the Miailters of Chriſt tet People 
to ling Devia's Palms, which are = into Rhime and Meter, by 
Heſtins and Sverboald, and others? And whether they that ling 
Dad's Plalms now, and are not in his ſtate and condition that he 
was in, when he ſpoke thoſe Words, which arc recorded in the 
Book of P/alms? do not fuch fng Lyes in Hypocrilie, yea or nay ? 
For thoigh thoſe Sayings were true in Dewe, becauſe he was in 
that condition which he ſpoke of at that time, when he ſpoke: 
thoſeWords ; bet<hoſe Sayings arc not true in them that know 10+ 
thing of bb —_— for be — pho 020 Le may be 
ſcen in the Book © 1: ow can ing fo long as 
their Sonls are in Captivity, and they themſelvevin beadee to by 
and ſo people muſt come 'to know Salyation nnd Re 
wrought by Chriſt in ther from their Sins and Tnjquities, before 
they can ling in Truth ? And further, *where d6you fed or lead 
that the Mimſters of Chriſt had a Book of CommoniPrayer, or a FMdſs- 
Book provided fer thew, for to read eo people for Monet: as theſe 
Clergy- Aden do now? Or where do ye find in all the riptures, 


that any of the Minifters of Chriſt, or «r Une Three e, that were 
true Believers and Followers of Chrift, '0td ever read and ſay hel 
Prayers in a Book, when the Lord moved theiti by bis holy Spirit 
te pray uato him ; bur = ward worn the Lort whit they were enda- 
e& with Power from on High; and then they ciched'tnd prayed ac- 
cording as the Lord by his Spirit in them did help andaffiſt them, 
and gave them utterance for t6 do and performer the Lord did 
N ' 
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Coriffianity, ard Salvation by Chriſt, which do fay and believe, | 
that they are already Saved, and Redecmed, and Juſtified by Chrigt | 
«nd his Righteouſneſs without them, although they ww that Faith | 
and Pcrſyafion, that They maft irve wn Sin as lang a1 they hive «pou | 
the Earth; and that rare can be fer free Sw un the Life,  c. To 
which | Av/wer ; That all that are of that Faith and at? 
are Ccce;ved b the Lieceiver.;,! and that Faith and Perſwaſion was 
nevcr begotten by the Lord, but by the evil one, who is the author 
| of #1] $11 and Evil: For 1 do af that all People that knaw * 
Chriſt ſpiri ly and_cxperimentially to be their Saviour and Re. _ 
Cecmer, and 1 a ke btklredy ſaved, ' and redeemed, and juſtifi« 7 
o them; thenpo bop yor ;propte will any more plead for 
Sin, nor. a C 19-4 term-of Life; - but all ſuch peeple do 

_ Lelleve that Freedom from Sin i220 be attained unto is this Life : 
" andall fach or” that are truly ſaved, and redeemed, and juſti- 


| fied by Chyi they hate Sin -and every appcarence 
- Coe 1 Teaks | end ;Actians,; beth in themſclves, and 
in all ot Sinicomribitted,; ded and done ap aint 


MINS t mark what follews,: That before any can come to 

| know experimentally that Chriſt "bath Gaved and Tedeemed, and 
Ng ang than mutt ficſt come to: know Sin-to de mortified, | 

D319 the endow 5 the working of the Pow- 

75 * Shi oO Th mz; and allo they maſt come to know 

ShnCy bg Ay Logs Hearts by whic power of the Lord 

| in th hem, 3, can come io know, Or to witneſs Juſti- 

| oy by es by Righacoolpeds: For all thet are or ſhall be 

| try fared and redeemerhand juſtificd by Chriſt, they are and ſhall 


agd jaltified by Ghrift from their Sins, and 
ne WT ces Auk 09H in ain Bins, oy ph nicuitiee; 


us vs neither faves nor redeems, nor juſtifieth any Man =» 
Woman is their Sir, hue 5 agar ſms, d who _— Z 

tt T'F LIL a} in Sin and Eyu, and takey has and i 

delight ther a How? or ama in % = 
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but from their S1n$, and {rom incor '#: JSOCHINELS > 

and obedience to God came to forlaze. their $105 and their tn 
linels. And there is no Man nor \Woman upen the Earth thet can 
know Chriſt in Truth, and expcrimentally to be Weir Saviour and 
Redeemer, and [iſtifier, any further thac he Coth. lave, ani! ie- 
dee:n, and juſtific them from cheir Sins, and from their Uigodl 
neſs, ſo asto moctifie ard doRroy Sim in them. But ſome may Ly, 
That the Rightconſneſa of Chriſt ti tmpured anto i. It is rue, it is 19 
unto his people, but che Righteonſne( of Chriſt is not -imputed £ 
any one that lives. and walks in Uarighteouſne(s, and takes pleaſure 
and delight therein; read theſe Scriptures, Afat. 1.21. 74.2. 14. 
8 Jobn 1. 7. Rev.1.g. Gal. 2. 17. Pal. 043-2. Exod. 23. 7. 


gers ig their fs, nor to juſtific the Lnged'y 


And now whereas I have heard many People ay, That the Qua- 
kers Religion ts bat a new upſt art Riligian, and 11 but of 4 few Tear: 
fi anding, &C. 


To which I -4:/wer; That I can make it appear by. ſufficient 
Grounds and Reaſons,that our Religion and Principles, and Dottrine 
which we preach and hold forth unto all people where we come,it is 
of above lixteen Hundred Years ſtanding ; and we are in the ſame 
Faith, Hope and Belief of God and Chriſt, and walk in the fame 
Light, Life, andSpirit of Chriſt, and in the fame Way and Pra- 
Qice, as to the Worſhip of God, that Chriſt and his Mioifters, 
and Diſciples did Preach, and Teach, and Praftice, and bold 
ferth unto all people where they came, above fixteen Hundred 
Years 2g0. | 


Ard now all you Clergy» Men aforeſaid, that fay you are Minilters 
of Chriſt, and the, Scriptures are your Rule to walk by, Anſwer all 
theſe Things which are here laid ro your Charge by plain Sc ip- 
tures, without wreſting or perverting any of them to a wrong ſence, 
and anſyer in plaianeſs, without your Logict or Sy/-giſms, or 
without uſing any of your Hebrew, Greet or Lat, which any car- 
nal'earthly-miaded Men may haye, that ured ought uÞþ Schollars 
at your Schools, which arc in coputity to Tearh humane Learning, 
which may be bought for ag And fo it appears plainly, both 
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m the ſight of God, and his People, by your wicked ungodly A- | 

| Aions and Pratices, which you have ddne and atted both againſt 

the Lord, his Truth and People, that you have receive nothing 

from G-d, as the true Minifters of Chriſt did, and dt! row ; 
ne1cher were you brought up at Chriſt's Schoof, nor never were 
tin,ht of ham, ws the true Miniſters of Chrilt were, and are now ; 

_ a1] to what you hare uu and your Friends have bovght with 
Money ; and fo you ſell it again for Money to thoſe thar are wit- 
ling to be tanght by yon, which knaws Ks berter teachinp, aud 
io you are a means to bring up people that are your Hearers, in 
Dwrkneſs, Blindneſs and Ignorance, as you your ſelves arc in ; and 
io ; on all live without the true Knowledge and Injoyment of God 

| Mm ithis world: And ſo the People of the Lord that are taught of 

him by his Holy Spirit, cannot for good Conſcicnce-ſake buy any 

| of your deceitful Wares, nor cannot give you any 7 ythes, nor 1- 

ney for rearing, which _ and preach againſt Perfettion from 

Sin in this Life, and ſay that None can be ſer free from Sin tn 1/1; 

Life; and fo yon deny the ſufficiency of Chriſt, and his Com- 

| mands, and your Faith and Belict ſtands in him who is the author 

of all Sig and Evil, which is the Devil z and ſo your ſpeaking and 

preaching, as aforeſaid, doth incourage and ſtrengthen the Wick- 
ed in their Wickedneſs, and you area means to beger them into : 

Unbelief,that they may believe as you do, that their is no Perfeftion 

from Sin in this Life: And fo neither you, nor they that are your © 

Hearers, do preſs aſter PerſeQion, becauſe you do not believe that 

{1h a good Rate and condition can he attained upto in this Life; 

and fo your DoQrine, and Principles, and Prattices, are all quite 

contrary to the Dofrines, and Principles, and Praftices of Chriſt 

and his Miniſters, and all true Bclievers and Followers of Chriſt, * 

and alſo quite contrary to the Scriptures of Truth in every thing _ 

that you do and pradtice concerning the Worſhip of God, and >» 
therefore you are to be diſfowned and denyed by all good Chri- © 

ftiaxs that truly fear the Lord, and Joves him in Truth and in Sin- 7 

cerity of heart; and all your Preaching and Praying is abomina- 2 

tion in the ſight of the Lord, and he will not hear nor anſwer © 

the Prayers of the Wicked , that live and delight in Sin; and 

Wick;dnefs, and walk and aQin ſach wicked Wayes and Praftices 
as theſ* C!:-;5- Men do now, which is all quite contrary to- the 
anc Way of God. | And 


And now | have ſomething to = ven a” 
that are called Chr1f 54-5, of 51 tort and Relivions 
whether they be called (Hate 0] Je t Or Froferion, 
Relizions whatfocver, that do liv, 4 eve that God is your 
Father, and Chriſt is 1, our Saviour; | ethat every one wo 14 
feriouſly weigh and conſider their own \Vays and Doings, and medt- 


tate and ponder the things of G 349 in cur Own Hearts and- Souls, 
that every one may come to fee, and to xnow what affurance they 
have of the Love of God to their Immort# Souls, and of thear 
| Eternal and Everlaſting Inheritance with the Lord tn his heavenly 
| Kingdom for evermore, when Time herein this World ſhall come 


to an Exd with us all : For it 15 not a bare outward Prof:llion of any 


Religion whatſnever that will avail any of us, as to our own Souls 
true Peace and Happinets with the Lord for ever, but it muſt be 
a rcal Poſſeſhon, and an Enjoyment of the Love of God in our 
own Hearts, that doth avail an! fatisfie our Souls, which no Man 
nor Woman upon the fice of the Earth can come to enjoy the 
Love of God, and trve Feace and Cointort in him, (which is of 
more worth and yaInc than all the outward Enjoyments that are 
in the whole World) 2 log, as they live zn Sin, and take pleaſure 
and deliph therein: for God 13 pure, holy and righteous, and he 
is of purer Eycs than to behold Iniquity, as to allow as in any 
one; and withoue Holmeſs no Man nor Woman canSenjoy the 
Love and Preſence of Gol to his Soul's Comfort and trus Satisfa- 
Etion m him; For ut 15 not every one” that ſaith Lord, Lord, this fhak 
enter into the Kwrgdom of Heater, but it is he and they, char do the 
Wi of Ged that ſhall enter into his Kingdom's And it is not the 
Hearers, nor the fair Sayers, nor them that have but an outward 
knowledge of God, that ſhall be Juſtified by the Lord ; but it is the 
Dvers of the Will of Gad, and them only that the Lord will Juſt 
and ſpeak Peace: unto their Immortal Souls. And f I deftre that 
none would decrive their own Sovls, in thinking better of theme 
ſelres then. they are; for the Apoſtle Pau! faith, Be not deceived, 
for God will net be mocked, | for a every one ſowerlh, ſurh muſt 
they I” 5 myjpe? « be Good or Evil, And now | appeal to the Witnebs 
of God. in every Heart: and Confetence, of what Name or Reli- 
. gioa ſever you are of, Whether you are come fo far into — om 
1k) 1? b Contian 


. 


_ 


be Yea, and your Nay be Nay, 

nor change your Minds and Thoughts after you ha d i 
let Yea and Nay ſtand after you bave ſpoken it, and do and 
torm what you have ſaid * And fo every one ought-to be wat 
and careful how to ſpeak and a&, before they cither ſpeak or at, 
loſt they offend the Lord by fo doing z for the Apoſtle James faith, 
'S> ay mt among you ſeers O be Relignons, and brid/eth not bu Tongne, 

but -deceiverh bis own Htart, this man's Kelig.on i vain, And whoſo- 
ever they be that promiſe for to do ſuch a: d ſuch thinzs, which 
are jhſt and lawful to be done, and ought to be performed ;, tlien if 
they that promiſe for to do ſuch things, do yot mind nor regard 
to perform their Words and Promiſes which they have ſpoken and 
promiſed, their Relipion is vain, let them profeſ what they 
will. For ſvch Men and Women that make Promiſes one to ano» 
ther, and do not mind nor regard to perturmy them, no fach 
perſons onght to be believed, nor truſted, nor to be confided in 3 
and. ſuch have not »'trae Bridle for their Tongues, and {© their 
igion is vain and nanght, and it is not the true Chriſtian Re- 
; read theſc Scriptures, Jemes 1.26,27. Gab 6.7, 8. Maith, 


Rel 
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-- Andnow 1 Jefire\all Cinil,: Sober-minded people, that profeſs 
Chriftiavicy, and the: Set iptures to, be your Rule, that your would 


9cVecy 
be moderate, us *t> read theſe Scriptures herein ſet dawn, and 
compare theſe Scriptures, and the holy Lives and Converſations 
of Chriſt and bis Miniſters, and them that were true Bclieyers and 
Followers of Chriſt, with the Unholy Lives and Converſations 


of theſe Clergy o their | Grucities and Per- 
fecutions wgnin 


Tyrthes and Money, under pretence 
and Preachers 6t-the DINER 
Scripteres in Truth, as they vt; andbe ; 
ment, 'then - you maxiſee thatthere ipdv/Mmacto ence betwi 
the Doftriae, aud Principles, «aad Praftices of Chriſt and bis lt 
6 iſters, 


A ** %* »% oF * 
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(31) 
niſters, and the Do&rine, and Principles, 22d Praftices of the 
Clergy: A aforeſaid, as there is betwixt Light and Darkneſs : 
And therefore I would not have you for to ſpcak any Evil 
againſt that Way which you know not what it is; But 1 would 
have you firſt for to try all things, and hold faſt that which is 


good. 


Selby in Yorkſhire, the 47h | 
Dy of the third Month Thomas Goodaire, 
1691, | 


T_T” —_ DA em 


THE END: 
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